CONTENTS

Ars scribendi | Ars moriendi 1
WE WALK WITH SARAH

Eve and the Hermeneutic Task 4

Yahweh’s Other Shoe 6

God Cheats 8

Deborah, Lady Jael, and the Tent Peg 10

Sarah Giggles Behind the Tent 13

Isaiah Sees Wonder within the Walls of the World 14

DRINKING A NEW KIND OF WATER

Joseph, I'm Pregnant by the Holy Ghost 18
Something for the Census 20

Catching Fish from Shore 22

The Ignorant Mary at Cana 24

A New Kind of Water at Jacob’s Well 27
Peter’s Wife 30

The One Called Judas 32

THE FATHER EMPTIES HIS COFFERS

The Ox’s Broad Behind 36

Hogs and Salvation 38

Rolling the Stone from the Grave 40
No One Loves Me 42

[ Have Two Sons 44



THE FREIGHT OF THE WORLD

Dachau 48

Nelson Mandela 49

Srebrenica 50

Coming Home in Kosovo 52

The Day of the Cardboard Cutters 54
Elected Muscle at Monastic Matins 56

WHAT I SEE FROM THE BELL TOWER

In Praise of the Clay Angel 60

My Favorite Idol and the Other God 62

Lilacs and Galaxies 64

The Ladder Not Climbed, the Battle Not Fought 66

God Is Silent 68

John Berryman: I Don't Think I Will Sing Any
More Just Now; or Ever 70

My Uncle Henry, the Lawyer 72

I've Come to See the Pope 74

A Place to Hide: Light Off 76

A Place to Hide: Light On 77

My First Hearing Aid 78



NOISES FROM THE CLOISTER

Lauds and Trouble 80

Saint John’s Turkey Vultures 82

In Search of Fire 83

Thirst and Rot in the Monastery 84
Kilian Parks Car C 86

If I Reach Eighty-Six. . . 88

The Laying on of Hands 90

I'll Do It Tomorrow 92

The Death of Mount Saint Helena 94
French Verbs, Whiskey, Holiness 96
Sunday Morning 98

Notes on the Poems 101

PERSONAL ESSAY

A Poet in the Monastery:
I Do Not Tell “Noble Lies” 104



